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Zhang Yanxia  Zhao Yongheng
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Abstract

The new progress in the technology of the large area sky survey in recent years and the
important roles which data-mining plays in astronomy are reviewed. Moreover, the functions and
the architecture of the virtual observatory and the subjects related to it have been discussed. The
existence and development of the virtua observatory will have a wide prospect of applications in
the 21st century, will be a great push to astronomy and provide new challenges of knowledge and
technology to astronomers.
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